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" I hope I may be mistaken in belieying that Mr. Clay's nomination en-
sures the reelection of General Jackson. I cannot, even in deference to
you, renounce the belief that, were Mr. Clay to decline, and should Mr.
Wirt be nominated at Baltimore, he would probably be elected. I can
easily conceive that some of our friends may now declare their preference
of Jackson over Mr. "Wirt, yet I do not believe, unless they are insane, they
would execute their threats.

" I feel anxious not to be misunderstood in recommending the course I
have, and I believe you do me justice. It appeared to me that the first
and greatest object was to defeat the reelection of General Jackson, and
that our proceedings were to be subservient to that end. I believed, and
yet believe, that every well-informed man must be sensible that Mr. Clay
cannot be elected, because, in his support, the votes of the great body of
General Jackson's opposers cannot be united, for various causes, but prin-
cipally from the prevalence of antimasonry in this and several other States.
I may labor under false impressions as to some of the States, but I think
I know something of this State, and here I know he cannot get the elec-
toral vote.

" I did not think Mr. Clay's friends so irrational as to persevere in nomi-
nating him, when his defeat and consequent depression were so apparent.

" I could not perceive any reasonable objection to Mr. Wirt or his prin-
ciples. Indeed, I thought that his nomination was a providential act to
save the nation, from further dishonor and injury, and that all men who
detested Jackson and his administration would cheerfully unite in his
support.

" I do not understand it to be the antimasonic creed, ' that antima-
sonry alone is a principle broad enough to save the country and maintain
the Government,' Their creed is that the practical evils of Masonry, as
illustrated in New York, are of such an alarming nature, and so vitally
concern all good government, that it must be put down by public opinion.
They think, and certainly with a show of reason, that this can be done in
no other way than through the ballot-boxes. Mr. Wirt expressly disclaims
every thing like persecution, or making Masonry or antimasonry a test for'
office. In short, as I understand the matter, he has done all that they ever
expect of him; he has borne his testimony to the supremacy of the laws
and the free course of justice.

" It is undoubtedly true, as you suggest, that, even in New York, the'
high Masons will not support Mr. Wirt, and would not under any circurn-'
stances; this we disregard, because their defection would be more than
compensated by antimasons from the Jackson ranks.

" I hope a part at least of New England will be found, a year hence,
sound in Mr. Clay's support, but I confess your recent election, especially
after Governor Lincoln's satisfactory letter, gives demonstration somewhat
alarming as regards your own State.

"It is our duty to offer up earnest supplications 'for long life to all-
good men hi office.' Bad men, however, have a remarkable tenacity of